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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NICOSI 02410 I2I352Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 EURE-00 CAB-05 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DOTE-00 EB-08 INR-07 NSAE-00 EAA-00 L-03 
SS-I5 NSC-05 /066W 

059354 I2I356Z/43 

PR 12I325Z SEP 77 

FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6464 

AMCONSUL MONTREAL PRIORITY 

INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

SECDEE WASHDC 

DIA WASHDC 

USAE WASHDC 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AFB GER 

UNCLAS NICOSIA 2410 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, MILL CY, TU 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR: TWO INCIDENTS POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS TO 
AVIATION OVER NICOSIA FIR 

1. GOC DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION (DCA) INFORMED EMBOFE 
ON 9/9/77 THAT TWO RECENT INCIDENTS POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS 
TO AIR SAFETY TOOK PLACE IN NICOSIA EIR IN PAST TWO WEEKS. 

FIRST INCIDENT DESCRIBED BELOW INVOLVED USAF AIRCRAFT. BOTH 
INCIDENTS REPORTED BY DCA TO ICAO/MONTREAL ON 9/9/77. 

ALL TIMES GMT. 
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2. ON 8/25/77 QUANTAS B747 AIRCRAFT FLIGHT 702 FROM ATHENS 
FLYING TO DOHA CHECKED GREEN 18 BRAVO AT 0952 AT FLIGHT 
LEVEL 290. USAE 95951 FROM ADANA FLYING TO TORREJON, 

SPAIN PASSED ALPHA 28 ALPHA AT 0928 ESTIMATING PASSING 
WHITE 15 CHARLIE AT 0955 AND CROSSING AIRWAY GREEN 18 AT 0953 
ALSO AT FLIGHT LEVEL 290. USAF 95951 WAS UHF EQUIPPED ONLY 
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AND AS NO TRAFFIC MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED BY NICOSIA ACC EROM 
ANKARA DUE LATTER'S NON USE OE ANKARA/NICOSIA AIR TRAEEIC 
SERVICE LINK (TELEPHONE), USAE 95951 RPESENCE AND INTENTIONS 
UNKNOWN TO NICOSIA CONTROLLER. NICOSIA ACC RECEIVED 
FIRST INFO ABOUT USAF 95951 AT 0948 THROUGH THIRD AIRCRAFT 
USAF 67256 WHICH PROVIDED ABOVE DETAILS TO NICOSIA ACC WHICH IN 
TURN IMMEDIATELY REQUESTED USAE 67256 TO RELAY TO USAE 95951 
DECENT TO FLIGHT LEVEL 280. 

COMMENT THIS INCIDENT: BOTH AIRCRAET AT SAME ELIGHT LEVEL 
WERE TO CROSS EACH OTHER AT APPROX. SAME TIME. 

3. ON 9/6/77 AIR ERANCE ELIGHT 193 B747 FROM TEHERAN ELYING TO 
TEL AVIV PASSED NICOSIA/ANKARA EIR AT BRAVO 15 ALPHA AT 0413 
AT PLIGHT LEVEL 290. PIRST CONTACT WITH NICOSIA ACC AT 0426 
WHEN 4 MINUTES NORTH OP KITIUM. DURING ABOVE TIME AIRCRAET WAS 
IN CONTACT ONLY WITH ERCAN CONTROL AND COMPLETELY UNKNOWN TO 
NICOSIA ACC DESPITE PACT THAT KITIUM IS IN SOUTHERN PORTION 

OP NICOSIA EIR. AT SAME TIME CROSSING TRAFPIC CYPRUS AIRWAYS 
DC-8 PLIGHT 395 FROM IIDDAH WITH DESTINATION LARNACA WAS 
DECENDING THROUGH PLIGHT LEVEL OP AF 193 IN VICINITY OF 
POINT PHOENIX. COMMENT THIS INCIDENT: AP PAILED TO 
CALL NICOSIA ACC AT LEAST FIVE MINUTES BEPORE ENTERING 
NICOSIA FIR, INSTEAD CONTACTED ERCAN. AP MAY HAVE THOUGHT 
THAT CONTACT WITH ERCAN WAS SUFPICIENT POR TRAVEL THROUGH 
NICOSIA FIR. 
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4. GENERAL COMMENT: THE POTENTIAL POR MID-AIR DISASTER, AS 
RESULT OP OPERATION OP TWO INDEPENDENT AIR CONTROL CENTERS 
WITHIN NICOSIA EIR (NICOSIA ACC AND "ERCAN ADVISORY SERVICE") 
CONTINUES TO BE GRAVE CONCERN. ESTABLISHMENT BY TURKISH 
AUTHORITIES OF ERCAN CONTROL IN MARCH THIS YEAR HAS CAUSED 
NUMEROUS PROBLEMS BOTH OPERATIONAL AND SAFETY IN NATURE. 

WHILE ALMOST ALL TRAEEIC FLYING THROUGH THE "ERCAN ADVISORY 
AIRSPACE " WITHIN NICOSIA FIR CHECK IN WITH BOTH ERCAN AND 
NICOSIA - THUS APPORDING A MODICUM OP COORDINATION - THERE ARE 
TOO OPTEN INCIDENTS WHERE THIS JURY-RIG COORDINATION BREAKS 
DOWN AND IS OTHERWISE RENDERED INEPFECTIVE. THE RESULT IS THAT 
POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS IN AIR NAVIGATION DEVELOP. 
WHILE THE EMBASSY IS NOT ABLE PULLY TO EVALUATE PLYING AND 
NAVIGATION CONDITIONS WITHIN THE NICOSIA FIR, IT WOULD SEEM 
THAT OVER TIME IP THE PRESENT SITUATION CONTINUES THERE IS SERIOUS 
POSSIBILITY OP AN AIR COLLISION. 

CRAWPORD 
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